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Christie's 
winning 
ways with 
words 


IT took two hours to revive 
Christopher Nolan when he 
was born, for he was 
asphyxiated at birth. ‘f 
always knew he would be 
brain-damaged because of 
that, said his wiother 
Bernadette, from Dublin, 
‘but I also knew he was 
yery intelligent. It wasn't 
until he began writing 


- though, that we discovered 


how giited he really is — 
the compulsion to write 
and the profundity of his 
thoughts — then I felt 
frightened.” 

It is the second year 
running that Christie, as 
his family calls him, has 
received an award at the 
literary contest run by The 
Spastics Society for handi- 
capped people. 

Mrs Nolan has found 
that Christie has changed 
from a fun-loving tease 
with a mishievous sense of 
humour to a deeply 
thoughtiul and sensitive 
obseryer of life since he 
Started to write. Mrs 
Nolan holds his chin with 
her hand to enable him to 
type with a pointer 
strapped to his head — 
‘nothing will replace the 
human “hand to help him.’ 
she said. Her dearest 
ambition is to take Christie 
abroad, because he des- 
perately wants to travel. 

More about the Seciety’s 
ninth annual literary con- 


test on page 7. 


DELAYS in deliveries by the Post Office have 
brought widespread chaos and disruption to the 
work of The Spastics Society, with its reliance 


‘on the postal system for valuable fund-raising, 


and liaison between regions and headquarters. 
It is also likely that some disabled people are 
suffering very real hardship through being unable 
to obtain necessary allowances. 


The Society’s Social 
Work Department told 
Spastic News: ‘First 
there was the Civil 
Service dispute which 
slowed things up and 
now this postal delay. 
It means applications 
for special allowances 
such as the mobility 
allowance .and attend- 
ance allowance are 
being held up. After 
the backlog of post is 
cleared, | am sure that 
we will hear stories of 
desperate hardship.’ 


The Society’s Appeals 
Projects Officer, Barry 
Norman, said: ‘We. send 


out 300 letters a week last 
thing on Friday by second 
class mail and expect them 
to. be. delivered round 
about the Monday or Tues- 
day. Goodness knows how 
long it will take for them 
to be delivered now—I 
haye only just received a 
letter posted in Bristol 
threc week« ago. 

Ninz Heycock, organiser 
of the Society’s Literary 
Contest, had days of worry 
before the prizegiving in 


London or June 27. She 
said: ‘I spent my whole 


time on the phone because 
1 had sent rail tickets to the 
prizewinners and they were 
simply noi receiving them. 
A winner in Newcastle 
only received ticket: late 
on Monday—and they had 
to travel first thing Tues- 


RECORDS went 
through the roof in this 
year’s house to house 
collection by the Croy- 


don, Sutton and District 


Spastics Society, when 
£11,700 was collected — 


over 
year’s 


an increase of 
£3,000 on last 
record of £8,300. 

Chief organiser, Mrs 
Alice Hoy, had hoped 
to reach the £10,000 


day morning. 

‘To make it worse, there 
has been a mail strike ‘in 
Ireland’ and Christopher 
Nolan, one of the winners, 
lives in Dublin. In the end 
Aer Lingus, the Irish air- 


A letter 
which did 


arrive... 


MAGA Maczek, who 


attends the New Trinity 
Centre for Spastics in 
Edinburgh has received 
a letter from a fellow 
countryman Pope John 
Paul I. 


Maga, who is_ the 
daughter of a_ Polish 
army officer, wrote in 
her native language to 
the Pope, telling him of 
her parents’ escape 
across Nazi Europe dur- 
ing the Second World 
War, and also some- 
thing of her present life 
in Scotland. 

Pope Paul John II re- 
plied with a letter which 
Maga says she will 
cherish for the rest of 
her life. 


line, came to our aid. with 
theiv Dublin office making 
all the arrangements, and 
an Aer Lingus — Escort 
brought Chrisiopher right 
Cont. on Page 7 


mark, and is under- 
‘standably thrilled with 
the target being beaten 
by such a margin. 

One’ factor in the 
success was a substan- 
tial increase in the num- 
ber of collectors in the 
Sutton area, under the 
direction of a local busi- 
ness man. 

Said Press 
John Eve, ‘This is a 
tremendous result, and 
is a great tribute to the 


officer 


® ALL set for a day out at the Great Children’s Party in Hyde Park. Spastics News 
spent the day with the Cokayne family from Derby, and you can see our picture report 


on what they voted a ‘fantastic’ day on pag e 3. 


Reporter: Nancy Tuft, Photographer: 


FAMILIES from local 
groups all the 
country received invi- 
tations to the Great 
Children’s Party in 
London’s Hyde. Park, 
held to celebrate the 
International Year of 
the Child, and what’s 
more non-handicapped 
brothers and _ sisters 
got invitations, too, so 
it really was a day out 
to remember for the 
whole family. 

Both the Society’s 
Family Centre in Fitz- 


roy Square and Ing- 
field Manor School in 
Sussex provided over- 
night accommodation 
for families from out- 
side London, and Brit- 


over 


unflagging- enthusiasm 
of over 1,000 voluntary 
collectors, many of 
whom have been out 
knocking on doors. for 
us for many years. With- 
out fail, they come up 
trumps with a new 
record each year. It is 
quite astonishing.’ 

‘It is also, of course, 
a tribute to the people 
of Croydon and Sutton, 
who continue to support 
us so generously. 


ish Rail provided free 


travel. 

As well as the circus and 
other children’s entertain- 
ments including the biggest 
jelly and the longest saus- 
age in the world, there was 
space too for voiuntary 
organisations like The 
Spastics Society to publicise 
their work. The Educa- 
tion Department had an 
exhibition tent with a dis- 


Spastics | 
Society 


Mike Abrahams 


play of art and craft \ork 
by children and teenagers 
from the Society's schools 
and colleges. Young visi- 
tors to the display received 
a free balloon, a ‘Save a 
Baby’ badge and a sticker. 
The Stars Organisation 
for Spastics was involved 
in the Great Children’s 
Party, too, joining the 
grand party finale in the 
Rank arena with a ‘Sing 
Song along with stars,” 


capped adults and children. 


RESEARCH 
& SERVICE 


BEST 
BUYS 


Adjustable table. Non-tip meal tray. Sonic torch. intercom. And 
many more simple solutions to everyday problems for handi- 


Write for illustrated FREE booklet (no stamp needed) to: 
Newton Aids Ltd, Dept N34/SN 
FREEPOST - 

Salisbury SP1 2YZ Tel: 0722-20441 
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BMA call 
for more 
sympathy" 


THE plea for more sym- 
pathetic care of pregnant 
women voiced in The 
Spastics Society’s new film 
‘Feeling. Special’ has been 
echoed by obstetrician and 
gynaecologist Dame Jose- 
phine -Barnes in her presi- 
dential address to the 
_ British Medical Associa- 
- tion. 

It should be possible to 
treat expectant mothers 
better than by ‘herding’ 
them into clinics where they 

had to wait up to three 
~ hours to see a junior doc- 
* tor for only two minutes, 
Dame Josephine told the 
BMA meeting in Liverpool. 
-*- A woman having her first 
bay needed advice, reassur- 
ance and help more than at 
any other time. But it was 
' sometimes very difficult to get 
counselling from doctors. 

Efficient appointment  sys- 
tems plus family doctors 
could help to reduce the pres- 
sure on clinics, Dame Jose- 

' phine declared. 
@ Read about 


‘Feeling 
_ Special’ on Page 4. 


Goodbye Brooky 


MISS Kathleen’ Brooker, 
‘Brooky’ as she has been 
known to whole getierations 
of Thomas Delarue students, 


is retiring at the end of this | 


term after 21 years service. 
Miss Brooker, a = much 


valued senior houseparent has | 


been with the Thomas Delarue 
since September 1953 when 
the old school was ae at 
Dene Park. 
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When a quick: injection of ready 
cash can be a life-saver 


‘SPENDING the 
Society’s money wisely 
and well’ is how Mrs 
Christine Adey © des- 
cribes her role as chair- 
man of both the Per- 


sonal Services Fund 
and the Samaritan 
Fund, 


The same committee 
of five people is 
responsible for — dis- 
pensing money from 
both funds and they 
meet. in London at 
intervals of six weeks 
to discuss the applica- 


tions put before them. 


Although there is no 
means test and the 
confidentiality of the 
applicants is respected, 
the background behind 
each request is always 
carefully gone into. 


‘We like to make sure 
that people are getting their 


due from statutory sources 
wherever possible. So we 
always see if. the local 
authority or the Family 
Fund would be likely to 
help,’ explains Mrs Adey. 

Often a request for finan- 
cial aid comes at a time of 
family crisis and each year 


- the Samaritan Fund_pro- 


vides an enormous number 
of much needed quick 
injections of life-saving 
ready cash. 


Training 


The Personal Services 
Fund on the other hand, 
with fewer requests per 
year, tends to come to the 
aid of those people who are 
making rather more long 
term, plans for the future, 
possibly to do with train- 


ing for employment or with 


Benefit increases 
from the Budget 


BENEFIT increases announced after the Budget 
by Social Services Secretary Patrick Jenkin include — 


a rise in Maternity Allowance from £15.75 to 
£18.50. The Attendance Allowance will go up as 
follows: The high rate from £15.60 to £18.60; low 
rate £10.40 to £12.40. The non-contributory inval- 
idity pension and invalid care allowance goes up 


from £11.70 to £14. 


Mobility Allowance will go up from £16 to” 


£12. 


The new rates will b e pai d font Novewbes oe 


[ ‘This newly up-dated book, one of eleven titles issued by Mary Marlborough 


| Lodge on behalf of DHSS contains more than 120 items of ‘practical advice which 
no professional worker or disabled mother can afford to be without. 


AF 


_ The contents include: 


Cots, carrycots, bedding, nightwear  * 
Feeding bottles, cups and plates 
Bathing arrangements, baths and washing + 


trainer seats + 


Methods of lifting and carrying a small baby — * 


Playpens * 
Jatches and sockets -* 


Alarms 


-* Laundry 


Changing mats, nappiés *: 
* Bibs 
Suitable styles for easy dressing ¥% 
Prams and pushchairs 
Safety precautions; gates, cooker guards, fireguards, harnessés, 
* Shoppmg. 


* High Chairs * 


The price of this wide-ranging and fully illustrated book.in the UK is £2.40 
and the overseas price is £5.75 including postage and packing, 


Clip out the coupon below and mail today for prompt delivery of your copy. 
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Equipment for the Disabled, 


Department 19, 2 Foredown Drive, Portslade, Brighton BN4 2BB 


~ Please send me... 


Name PRRRASH UT EHRERE EH EERE ETRE ERE ER ERTL ORET ERE TEER ECT SEER ERE RTH THES ERE RE ROR EH ER EEE H EHR Ee 


Address BERDECHREOEDEORERRE ESR IGROPFESEESEDESRTO TOE DEEDS HONE EG KEREEERESECPREEHDOESEREOEOROREHEES 


‘ene Copies of the 4th Edition of DISABLED MOTHER 


seceeee 


BLOCK 
CAPITALS 
PLEASE 


GHOV er ESCO TAS AREGESERETOORERESETH FETE TPST ER ECEDESEEREDEDORERSEOENEOESREROSETDOPHCEGRECESE SEER REESE E ERD 


Benclose Cheque/P.O. 100 S suscssersssescscssvacess 


UK price 
Overseas price £5.75 each 


£2.40 each 


Potties, | 


~ BATRIC Chair, two years 


§ Mitchell, 
| House, 25 Bramley Hill, | 


puLapes edie at tout. A 
recent application, for 
staal came from a dis- 
abled language student who 
wanted to spend a year in 
France, but whose grant 
would not cover the extra 
expenses involved in living 
in another country. The 
Personal Services Fund 
was able to make up the 
difference. 


Circumstances which 


‘make people call on the 


Samaritan Fund include 
anything from a_ family 
being rehoused and _ find- 
ing themselves with unex- 
pectedly high central heat- 
ing costs, to a couple who 
have lived in a residential 
centre but now. geiting 
married with no capital to 
furnish and equip a home 
of their own. 

Otherwise the people 
most. likely to need help 
are very often those who 
just miss the extra provi- 


sions. available for the 
severely handicapped. An 
example of this is the 


plight’ of people who fail 
to qualify for a mobility 
allowance, yet who have an 
obvious mobility problem. 


: For sale 


old, and little used, £375 
ono. Apply: © Tan J. 
Jean Garwood 


South Croydon. 


VESSA SLF wheelchair, 


front wheel propelled, 
locking detachable arm- 
rests, independent folding 
foot rests, own pump for 
tyres. Height 37 inches, 
width 253 inches, length 39 


inches and weight 39 Ibs. 


One year old, cost £140 
new, very good condition, 
£80 ono. Apply, Rachel 
Roney, 10 Love Walk, 
Denmark Hill, London 
SES 8AE. Tel 01-703 9314, 
evenings and weekends 
only. ; 


ZIMMER Model 873 re- 
clining electric power drive 
folding wheel chair com- 
plete with batteries, heavy 
duty charger, cushion and 
safety straps. As new, never 
used, cost £483. Offers to 
Johnson, telephone: 01-788 
7711 day, or 025- se 2907 
evening. 


FOR sale. Tricycle 
bought a few months ago, 
owner unable to use it for 
health reasons and now 
offered as unused and 
brand new. Purchase price 
£142. Will accept £112 or 
nearest offer. Large rear 
carrier. Contact Mr W. T. 
Owen, Ysgubor bach, 
Caergeiliog, Holyhead, 
Anglesey, Gwynedd LL65 
3LU. Tel Valley 740106. 


FOR sale: Cushion Lift 
electrically operated chair 
made by Ortho-Kinetics. 
Bought tor £358 in 1977, 
but little used. Inquiries by 
phone to (01)904 6856. 


| 


‘We encourage: people 
who’ve been turned down 
for mobility allowance to 
re-apply and appeal, and 
often they are successful 
the second time,’ says Mrs 
Adey. 

In’ cases of applications 
for a grant or interest-free 
Joan to purchase 4 car, 
there would have to be a 
genuine need,. Mrs Adey 
explains. In the case of an 
adult the qualifying reason 
would probably be to pro- 
vide transport to work, or 
in a remote area, a car 
might be the only means of 
a child or teenager getting 
out. 

Another increasing cate- 
gory of requests, besides 
cars, is that of buiiding 
adaptations where very 
often the local authority 
will only provide part of 
the cost. Similarly the Fund 
will share the costs of a 
holiday, possibly with a 
local group. 

Clothing, shoe repairs 
and bedding are perennial 


headaches, especially. now | 


with increased VAT. 


it’s a pity that more health — 
and welfare workers and — 
also local groups don’t 
make more use of the 
Samaritan and the Personal — 
Services Fund. 

But individuals; ‘suffering — 


~ from cerebral palsy or their 


4 
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According to Mrs Adey, | 3 | 


| 


families. are. always: wel- — 


- come to approach cither— 
- trust direct, and all ar 


cations will be treated in ~ 
confidence. 


Write to them c/o Thel 
Family 
Services Centre, 16 Fitzroy — 

Square, London WIP SHQ, — 


Spastics Society, 


Thanet has 


a target 


THANET . Branch © of 
Spastics Society is hoping to 


raise £15,000 for a paediat ial 


assessment unit to be built at 
Foreland School, 
which will be open to all 
children suffering from any — 


type of handicap. The Society — 
will meet the initial cost and — 


the group plan a series of © 


money-making events to re- 


pay the sum, 


—+ as 


FAG Bearings : 
keep things rolling 


24 hours a day | 
as days a week 


FAG 


FAG BEARING COMPANY LTD, 


Heath Mill Road, Wombourne, 
Wolverhampton, Staffs WY5 8AF. 
Tel: (0902) 894114 
Telex: 337414 


£3-45 
PER 100 PENS 
(VAT PAID) 


——_—— es ee ee ee ee eee 


TOP QUALITY PENS 


Diestamped with 30 Gold Letters and Spaces 


* 
* 
* 


Minimum order for pens 200 


DIARIES ALSO AVAILABLE 
ORDERS DESPATCHED SAME DAY 


Sale or return—full refund on pens returned 
Samples 2 x 10p stamps—please try before you buy 


Supplied to the UK only 


ABBEY WHOLESALE 


974-976 LONDON ROAD, TRENT VALE, 
STOKE-on-TRENT, ST4 5NX 
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WILLIAM WALTON | 
(PENDLETON) LTD | 


High Class Painters : 
and Decorators” f 


Upper Warf Street (off Oldfield Ra) : : 
Salford M5 4PQ , 


Telephone: 061-736 1311 
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® THE Spastics Society Family Centre in Fitzroy Square, 

London, provided overnight accommodation for families 
attending the Great Children’s Party in Hyde Park. 
Judith and Bob Cokayne came from Derby along with 

their children, five-year-old Matthew, and his older 
brothers, Stephen, aged 12, and Robert, who is 10. It 
was off to an early start on the morning of the party with 

~ buggies and wheelchairs having to be loaded into the 
minibus, 


® SMOKEY the Clown from Gerry Cotile’s circus says 
welcome to the show. Other clowns included the Loonies, 
acrobatic clowns dressed up as Spiderman, Popeye, Micky 
Mouse and Groucho. Barney the clown escorted the 
Queen when she paid a short visit to the circus tent at the 
end of the show, accompanied by Prince Phillip, whe 
lingered for a little while chatting to the handicapped 
children in the audience. 


® MATTHEW’S favourite circus act was the elephants! 
But be also enjoyed the antics of Pedro the comedy clown 
and his crazy car which sprayed the audience of handi- 
capped children with water from the bonnet. ‘He loved 
it when the car doors fell off, said Mrs Cokayne. ‘But he 
; ee did find the bangs a bit loud.’ 


@® ABOVE: Jenny Uanley, 
ITV's Magpie presenter, 
spared a moment to say a 
specia) hello to the party 
from The Spastics Society 
_betore doing a_ television 


Re Ce eS 
around was 


° ENORMOUS landmark visible for miles” 


this giant green inflatable of Kermit the frog, borrowed 


ae ane en ae 


interview with one of the 
many entertainers at the 
Great Children’s Party. 


® BELOW: Break for 
lunch in The Spastic 
Society minibus which took 
ithe families to the purty. 
The sandwiches, thought- 


- fully prepared by the staff 


at the Fitzroy Square 
centre, were much appre- 
ciated after a--busy tun- 
packed morning in_ the 
fresh air. 


® ABOVE: Everyone’s 
eyes are turned skywards as 
the Red Devils Parachute 
Team jump from their 


. 


helicopter circling above 
the arena, 


© RIGHT: So much to do, 
so much to see, and all in 
one day. What next? 
Pause for family discussion 
as the Cokaynes decide on 
what to do next. Fiye-year- 
old Matthew, in the buggy 
clutching the balloon, and 
his brothers Robert and 
Stephen, were just three of 
the estimated 139,000 
children present at the 


two-day Children’s Party. 


from the Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City. 
Kermit was just one of the hundreds of attractions along 
with military bands, puppets, dance groups and children’s 
theatre groups. 

H 
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The good, the bad, 
and the uncaring 
ociety’s campaigning new film 
spotlights maternity services 


7 


CARE before birth in 
this country is often 
unattainable, inacces- 
sible and wholly un- 
attractive. That is the 
message of The Spas- 
tics Society’s new film, 
‘Feeling Special,’ which 
had its premiere at 
the Princess Anne 
Theatre, Piccadilly, 
London, in June. 


The film, written and 
directed by Nigel 
Evans as part of The 
Spastics Society’s ‘Save 
a Baby’ campaign, calls 
for urgent reforms in 
Britain’s maternity ser- 
vices so as to stop the 
needless death and 
handicapping of babies. 

The problem in Britain 
is that not enough mothers- 
to-be go to clinics early 
enough. Thirty per cent of 
women haye not received 
any care by the 16th week 
of their pregnancy. In other 
countries the figure for late 
booking is only five per 
cent, and this is one of the 
reasons why Britain has a 
higher rate of infant death 
and handicap than most 
other advanced nations. 


The infant death rate in 
this country is nearly five 
times higher in the children 
of mothers who are late in 
booking for the antenatal 
clinic than for those who 
hook early. 


Mothers interviewed in 
the film ‘Feeling Special’ 
recounted experiences in 
antenatal clinics which felt 
more like factories where 
they were being processed. 
They sometimes had -to 
wait up to three hours to 
be seen by a doctor, with 


A SCENE from the film: A midwife checks the blood 
pressure of a young mother who, despite being seven 
months pregnant still has not been for an ante-natal 
check-up. With four children already to look after, and 
little money, this mother needs the kind of aid given by 
the community midwife visiting her. 


whom there was no com- 
munication and no_ per- 
sonal contact. 


‘I think too much em- 
phasis has been _ placed 
upon an efficient system 
rather than preserving the 
dignity and individuality of 
the mother seeking matern- 
ity care, comments Pro- 
fessor Peter Huntingford in 
the film. 


Too central 


As an example of a 
centralised service, con- 
venient for administrators 
but not the consumers of 
the service, the film quotes 
Calderdale Area Health 
Authority. In spite of a 
brand new maternity unit 
in Halifax, which has an 
ante-natal clinic with the 
most up to date screening 
methods, Calderdale re- 
cently had one of the 
highest infant mortality 


rates in Britain. By plough- 
ing all its resources into 
one centralised unit, the 
authority had overlooked 
the basic problem of 
mothers, often with other 
young children, travelling 
to the clinic from the 
dozens of small towns, vil- 
lages and housing estates 
strung out around the 
valleys surrounding Hali- 
fax. 

. As an example of good 
‘shared-care, the film 
shows the Norton Medical 
Centre in the outskirts of 
Stockton on Tees, where 
the primary health care 
team includes GPs, a com- 
munity midwife, a family 
planning sister, a marriage 
guidance counsellor, a 
social worker, and District 
Nurses. The team. is able 
to adjust to the individual 
social needs of women and 
their families and recog- 
nises that the pregnancies 


PROFESSOR Herbert 


that are at risk are often 
those of the mothers who 
do not attend the ante- 


natal clinic: 

James Loring, Director 
of The Spastics Society, 
told the audience at the 
premiere of ‘Feeling 
Special’: ‘We have made 
this film to draw attention 
to the deflciences in Brit- 
ain’s system of care before 
birth. 


‘Impersonal 


‘Many antenatal clinics 
are far too impersonal, are 
often sited in places which 
busy mothers or working 
women find impossible to 
get to and, furthermore, 
the waiting times are often 
so long that women are 
thoroughly discouraged 
from attending. 

‘What is needed is a ser- 


MR Dorrien Belson, Chairman of The Spastics Society, 

introducing ‘Feeling Special’ said: ‘Statistics from 
Scandinavia, Japan. and France have shown that their 
incidence of cerebral palsy has already fallen because their 
standard of perinatal care is better than ours. This. film 
is a further attempt by the Society to create an awareness 
of what can be done — we hope it will be successful and 


Brandt, 


have far-reaching effects’. 


vice that is geared to the 
needs of the average 
woman, Every clinic should 
provide practical help for 
women with problems, an 
appointment system to 
avoid excessive waiting, 


of Uni versity College Hospital, pictured with the 


more convenient opening 
times in the evenings and 
at weekends, child minding 
facilities, and encourage- 
ment to fathers fo share in 
the experience of preg- 
nancy and childbirth’ 


Society’s Director James Loring, said: ‘Undoubtedly The Spastics Society is doing an 
enormously valuable job in bringing to the people of this country the facts about } 
cerebral palsy. Women and their husbands must be fully aware of the importance of 4 
antenatal care, so that they can benefit from what is pr , 


are improved’. 


Atatime like this our 
erience really counts 


Bid 


to help. 


Britax, Industrial Division, 
Chertsey Road, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7AW. 


Every one knows that Britax manufacture seat belts 
and many other kinds of safety equipment for cars. 

What you may not have realised is that Britax make 
a wide range of special purpose harnesses for use by 
ambulance services, local authori 

In fact, we supply 
harnesses to all the major 
coachbuilders, 

Naturally, weve drawn 
on all our experience of safety 
harnesses for the Special 
Purpose range. 

And it’s this unique back- 
ground that we think you'll 
find particularly reassuring. 

If youd like more informa- ae 
tion about the Britax range, or if you'd like advice about. 
specific harness requirements, please don’t hesitate to 
write to us. 

Remember, were here 


ties and the disabled. 


nett, 


Tel: Byfleet 41121. Telex: 264011, special Purpose 
8 BSG International company, Harnesses 


provided, and see that services” 
Xe 


ie 


Visit to 
Nashville 


SIX residents from The 
Spastics Society’s Kyre 
Park Centre, Tenbury 
Wells, went to the Nash- 


ville Fanfare, the Coun- 
try Music Jamboree 
held in the US in June. 


The trip was 
organised by Mike 
McQuade, who, when 


he’s not working as an 
lastructor at the centre, 
goes under the name of 
Mike Dalton, a lead 
vocalist with his own 
band, the MD Country 
Band who represented 
the West of England at 
the Country and 
Western Festival _ at 
Wembley in May. 

In order to raise the 
‘funds for the Nashville 
trip, Mike organised a 
local country and 
western festival which 
brought in £2,500 in one 
evening. Altogether the 
residents raised £5,500 
simce March. 


SOME of the ‘person- 
alities at the premiere 
of ‘Feeling Special,’ and | 
the Press conference — 
which. followed ‘the 
screening of the film. 


dents. 


_ EILEEN Milnes, Execu- 
tive Council member, con- 
-gratulated the film makers 
on their work with ‘Feel- 
~ ing Special’ adding: ‘Prior- 
_ ity of Priorities, the pre- 
vious film, was a serious 
one — this one has a touch 
ol humour, and after all — 
_ at the end of the day, giv- 
ing birth IS a_ natural 
- experience’. 


SACOMDEITY 
The Builders 


A NAME SYNONYMOUS WITH 
SERVICE & CONSTRUCTION 


AMONG THE LEADERS IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 


Local Authority Housing 
Rationalised Housing Systems 
Modernisation Projects 
Commercial Development 

Wa & Offi 
ects SECOND CITY CONSTRUCTION LTD. 
Schools & Univarsity Buildings OXFORD STREET 


- Recreation Facilities, Swimming Pools, BHSTON 
Squssh Courts, Etc. 4 WEST MIDLANDS WV14 70U 


Hospitals Telephone Bilston 43131 


PRIVATE HOUSING DEVELOPERS 
: SECOND CITY DEVELOPMENTS LTD, 


THE HOMEMAKERS 
Throughout the Midtands 
and South West Counties 


Complete Range of designs 
| Firat Purchaser Starter Homes 
Luxury Executive Residences 


Oxford Street, Bilston 

West Midlands WV14 7D0U 

Telephone Bilston 43131 

SECOND CITY (SOUTH WEST) LTD. 
Station Road, Worle, 


Weston-super-Mare, Avon, 
Telephone (0934) 32111 _ 


ARTHUR and Margaret 
Wynn, authors of two sur- 
veys for the Foundation 
for Education and 
Research in Childbearing, 
were in the audience. Mr 
Wynn said: ‘This is a 
splendid film. However, is 
it necessary for women to 
go to hospital — wouldn’t 
ii be better if a team went 
to the localities? In Bangor 
the ultra-sonic equipment 
is loaded into the back of 
a car and taken to 14 
clinics, I have sympathy 
tor the lack ol obstetric 
facilities, but surely we 
should have clinics 
venient to the women — 
it is possible to do it in 
this country’. 


Mothers see 

‘ . e.e , °. 

priorities film 
THE Mothers and Young 
Children’s Group of St Mark’s 
Church, Dewsbury, Yorks, held 
an evening on behalf of The 
Spastics Society where Ifan 
Croft of the North East 
regional office gave a talk and 
showed the film ‘Priority of 
Priorities to 100 people, and 
£170 was raised, 


A CONTINGENT from the Natural Childbirth Trust, Rosaleen Mansfield, Valerie 
Leggatt, Sara Salmon and, centre front, the president, Lady Micklethwaite, who con- 
gratulated Professor Peter Huntingford, of The London Hospital, for his concern at 
preserving the dignity and individuality of mothers seeking maternity care. Lady 
Micklethwaite suggested that ‘Feeling Special’ should be shown to all medical stu- 


PETER Mitc 


nee 


THE Rey Ronald Rose, 
secretary of the Hospital 
Chaplaincy Board of the 
Free Church Federal Coun- 
cil, said hospital chaplains 


he, Catherine Boyd, Mary Holland, James 
Loring and the film maker Nigel Evans were kept busy at 
the successful Press launch of ‘Feeling Special’ answering 
anes from their backgrounds of specialised know- 
ledge tm the field of handicap and its prevention. 


con-— 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. «<4 


ursin 


ft 


were deeply concerned 
about the need for per- 
sonal relationships. ‘This 
film may well help — The 
National Heaith ‘service 
should not be a factory 
process, but about families.’ 


‘Feeling | 


special’ 


‘Feeling Special’ is avail- 
able on free loan from 
Viscom Ltd, Park Hall 
Road Trading Estate, Lon- 
don SE21 8EL. Tel: 
01-670 6161. Also from 
Concord Films Council 
Ltd, 201 Felixstowe Road, 
Ipswich, Suffolk 1P3 9BJ. 
Tel: 0473 76012. 


INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose \ 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common- 
sense product in sensible packaging — used in 
conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C. pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 


patients. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made witha drop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. ] 
i 
Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, : 
suitable for either sex and permanently size marked. ? 


‘Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31101 
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6 SPASTICS NEWS 


What will happen when we can 
no longer cope at home? 


© MRS Floss Downs goes round to the corner 
shop accompanied by her 42-year-old son Terry. 
“‘We’ve lived here on this estate for 30 years. 
Most people here know Terry and Terry knows 
everyone here — he grew up with them.’ 

The South East London Spastics Group, of 
which Mrs Downs is the newly elected chairman, 
is trying to persuade the local authority, Green- 
wich, to cater for the needs of the older physic- 
ally handicapped, within the borough. 


. ments 


Parents fight 
for the future 


THE need for residen- 
tial accommodation 
for severely —handi- 
capped adult sons and 
daughters when their 
parents can no longer 
cope is an issue of 
urgent concern to 
everyone within The 
Spastics Society. 

Consideration is cur- 
rently being given to 
the question of how 
local groups can best 
be helped when pre- 
senting their case to 
Social Services Depart- 
and Housing 
Associations. 

One local group, the 


South East London 
Spastics Group, formed 
25 years ago, is already 
engaged in an active 
and vigorous campaign 
to seek public support 
in order to help per- 


Get the hest 
out of your 
Motability 

allowance and 
order your Ford 
Fiesta or Escort : 
Popular from Perrys rs 

of Southend — part z 

of the World’s largest Ford Dealer Group. @ 
Perrys can quickly supply the Design Council 


Award winner — the Fiesta with its economic 950 cc 
Jow compression engine or the Disabled Drivers Escort 


Popular with automatic transmission as standard. 


Northern trelan 
and the 


suade the local cOuncil, 


Cz? Main Dealer 7 i 


in the U.K. 
(Excluding 


Channel 
islands), . 


Benefit from our experience ~ Perrys were selected to supply some 
of the first Ford cars issued under the Motability scheme. 


PLUS FREE PERRY ‘SUPERPACK 


* Free Manual Trim Radio 

* Free Passenger Door Mirror 

#* Free Rubber Floor Mats 

Please contact GARY MORELL your 
Motability specialist for further details 
including any special requirements you 
may have. 


PERRY 


Essex. 


s% 
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Moter _ 
Agents Association 


189 London Road, Hadleigh, Benfleet 
Tel: 0702 554122 


SN 


Greenwich, to make 
suitable provision by 
way of long and short 
term accommodation 
within the borough. 
Most of the members of 
the group have reached an 
age when they are feeling 
the strain of the constant 
wear and tear of caring,- 
day after day, week after 
week, month after month. 
Yet even a short holiday 
once in a while is a luxury 
denied to them, let alone a 
break from responsibility 
when their own health oc- 
casionally breaks down. 


With old folk 


Last year for example 
when 64-year-old widow 
Mrs Floss Downs had to go 
to hospital, the only ayail- 
able local authority place 


for her 42-year-old son 
Terry was in an old 
people’s home. Terry 


Downs has attended a local 


day ceutre since he was 30. 
His roots and his circle of 
friends are all in Green- 
wich. Mrs Downs, who is 
the newly elected chairman 
of the South East London 
group, often wonders what 
Terry’s future will be when 
she is no longer there to 
cope. 

‘I desperately need the 
peace of mind in knowing 
that when I go Terry will 
be looked after properly, 
among his friends who are 
so important to him.’ 


Far away 


Frequently thé council’s 
arrangements for older 
handicapped people — in- 
volves sending them to 
places a distance away 
from Greenwich, making 
visiting an exhausting and 
costly business. If there 
was accommodation avyail- 
able-in=“ Greenwich 
itself, then obviously rela- 
tives and friends could 
visit regularly and local 
links with the community 
would not be severed. 

‘Many of the parents are 
old age pensioners with 
spastic dependents aged be- 
tween 30 and 50, and they 


In memory 


of Caroline 


POLICE Sergeant . Donald 
Chidzoy from Gloucestershire 
has been awarded the Caroline 
Symes Memorial Bow] for his 
work in aid of spastics and 
other disabled people. The 
Chief Constable for Glouces- 
tershire, Mr Brian Weigh, 
who presented the award said 
that it was fitting that in this 
Year of the Child, the award 
should go to someone. in- 
volved with the young, 


Guests at the presentation 
included Mr and Mrs Dp, 
Symes, who instigated the 


award as a memorial to their 
daughter Caroline, who had 
been a young policewoman. 


possible, but what happens when we can’t?’ a 


Mr Bedwell. 


Pictures by Kentish Independent. 


are concerned, naturally 
enough, about their future,’ 
comments Mrs _ Lynne 
Waller, secretary of the 
South East London Spas- 
tics Group. 

Mr and Mrs Colin Bed- 
well, also of the South 
East London Group, are 
also worried about the 
future of their 26-year-old 
son Stephen who is totally 
chairbound. 


‘So far we’ve been able 
to cope, but neither my 
wife nor I are getting any 
younger and soon we won't 
be able to manage. There 
is absolutely no provision 
in Greenwich for such a 
situation.’ 


‘If anything did happen 


to us, Stephen could end. 


up in a geriatric or mental 
home miles from here — 
cut off from his friends and 
the familiar things which 
make his life worth liy- 
ing,’ said 49-year-old Mr 
Bedwell. 

The group, which covers 
Greenwich and Lewisham, 
has already raised around 
£9,000 by various fund rais- 


@ MR and Mrs Colin Bedwell live in a sixth floor | 
flat in Woolwich along with their 26-year-old son | 
Stephen, who is totally chairbound. ‘We want | 
to keep Stephen and care for him as long as 


sks. 


ing events. Ideally, m 
bers would like to build 
their own 20-bed resi 
tial home, but up till ne 
the local council has shown 
great reluctance to eve 
discuss the matter. They 
have been told that h 
towards the capital cost ( 
such a project would be 
unlikely to be forthcom- 
ing. a 
There’s nothing uni 
in the Greenwich story. In 
fact the experiences of Mrs 
Downs and the Bedwells 
are typical of parents 
over the country. ° 


Mrs Downs remem- 
bers a visiting Ameri- 
can doctor saying to 
her way back in 1946: 
‘What is going to hap- 
pen to these spastics 
when their parents cal 
no. longer look after 
them?’ It’s a question 
that no one has yet suc 
ceeded in answering. 


+t 


Joh opportunity — 
DENE College, Shipbourne 


Administrative Assistant to Principal 
mence duties as soon as possible. 


The appointed person 
aspects of finance and budge 
salaries and wages (therefore a knowledge of PAY 

ance and pension schemes is necessary) 
arranging employment sciredules for domestic and ancl 


lary staff and other matters as required b incipal 
otk ed by the Principa! 
Salary within NJC scale , 146 1 


National Insur 


inclusive (under review) 


A three-bedroomed bungalow could be made aval 
able on a Licence to Occupy basis for which a moderaé 
deduction. from salary would be made. 4 

Application forms available from: Mrs J. M. Pedlet 
Personnel Officer Schools and Cent . ics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, London, 


will be responsible for 
tary contro}; the payment 


‘1g 
Road, Tonbridge, Kent | 
required to rom 


£3,732-£4,146 per annul 


res, The Spasti¢ 
WIN 4EQ. 


IT was a fun-filled day for Elaine Reilly, whose mother, 
z Moira, brought her down from Edinburgh for the prize- 
giving. Not only did she win second place in the school- 


children’s section, but she was chosen to present the 
- bouquet to Lady Wilson. And to round off a perfect day, 
_ Lady Wilson signed a photograph for her. 


; LADY Georgina Coleridge 
told Steven Simmonds, a 
15-year-old student from 
Worcester College for the 
Blind, ‘You must go on 
writing as you really have 
talent” when she presented 
him with his first prize. 


By 


The smooth, 
the safe way to 


regain ihe 
freedom 
of your 
house 


Pinar. 


elie 3 


eaitts 


‘chairman of a well-known 


THE poetry section is Lady Wi 


They wrote 
their way 
to prizes 


A 13-YEAR-OLD spastic boy from Dublin who 
cannot speak, move or hold his head up, 
triumphed for the second time in The Spastics 
Society’s annual literary contest With a special 
prize for an autobiography described as ‘of 
exceptional and quite different quality, in the 
tradition of James Joyce, with overtones of Dylan 
Thomas.’ So 

-He is 13-year - old 
Christopher Nolan, of 
158 Vernon Avenue, 
Clontarf, Dublin, and 
he received a special 
prize of £20.00 at the 
contest prizegiving 
held at the Society’s 
Family Services and 
Assessment Centre, 
Fitzroy Square, Lon- 
don, on June 27. 

The contest, which has 
sections for children, adol- 
escents and adults, is open 
to people with all types of 
handicap. 

The judges were: Lady 
Mary Wilson, wite of the 
former Prime Minister: 
Lady Georgina Coleridge, 
editor and consultant to 
IPC magazines; and Mr 
Jan Parsons, CBE, joint 


publishing group. 
Christopher’s mother, 

Mrs Bernadette Nolan, said 

that her son was unable to 


Matthew Barber. 


MATTHEW Barber was over the moon with his prize—a digital watch presented to 
him by James Loring as his special Direct or’s prize. Matthew, who won with a poem, 
is pictured with his mother and the Director. 
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ONE of the most pleasant tasks facing the two youngest 
prizewinners at the literary contest award ceremony came 
when the Society’s Chairman, Dorrien Belson, called on 
them to present bouquets to the lady judges. In our pic- 
ture, Lady Georgina Coleridge receives her flowers from 


ee 


communicate with anyone, 
éxcept by the expression in 
his eyes, until three years 
ago when he was put on a 
drug which enabled him to Cont. from Page 1 
relax sufficiently to use a 
typewriter which he tapped gs ato ; the door of : the 
withe the =aid= ofa beak eciety’s Centre in Fitzroy 
attached to his head. eae : : 
‘That typewriter opened They had given him 
a new world for him, she | VIE treatment with a visit 
said. ‘Since then we have | ‘@ the Captain’s cabin.’ © 
had a flood of poems, The Society's Informa- 
essays and finally this 
autobiography. He has an 
amazing range of vocabu- | ters a week from all over 
lary, despite the fact that the country, answering 
he cannot read much be- | €¥ery kind of inquiry from 
cause he is unable to turn | help with school projects to 
the pages. He has a love of | Vital inquiries from over- 
words and listens with | S¢aS- On one morning just 
great concentration, which | ON¢ letter actually arrived, 
helps him in his writing’. and urgent —_ conference 
material could not be sent 
off because the letter 
requesting if arrived the 
day betore the meeting— 


deal with hundreds of let- 


tion Department expects to 


Postal delays hit the Society 


that counts as well.” 

Particularly badly hit 
has been The _ Spastics 
Society’s Regional Office in 
Birmingham where the 
Post Office took special 
security precautions against 
lettex and parcel bombs. 

As far as the everyday work- 
ings of the various policy- 
making committees was con- 
cerned, Mr Tony Diamond, 
secretary to The  Spasties 
Society, commented that some- 
times committee papers had 
had te completely re- noi reached members in time 
organisc oux system of tor them to digest all the 
doing things and it has put necessary information prter to 
us: to considerable expense — # Meeting. : 
because we have had to use Attendance at meetings had 
telephones and taxis. It is not been aftected because 

iat dates were usually decided at 
not just the Money but the the previous meeting, _ but 
time consumed ringing up, — agendas had not always avrived 
instead of sending a letter, 


having taken nearly three 
week: to arrive. 

The Stars Organisation 
for Spastics administrative 
assistant, Cherry Turner, 
said: ‘We have had all the 
usual problems of arrang- 
ing commiffee meetings 
and then not knowing who 
wil! arrive because we have 
not heard from them.’ SOS 
Director Sheila Rawstorne 
added: ‘Really we have 


in time, 


PMS 


Ison’s chief delight to 


Whether the Stairs are 
/ . Straight or not, we can 
{ make a stairlift to 

} Suit almost every need. 


W. J. Furse & Co. Ltd., Stairlift Depf., 
' Traffic Street, Nottingham NG2 1NF, 
Telephone (0602) 868213 


Nationwide after- 
Sales service 


judge, although this year she judged the children’s section 
as well. Here she presents Kevan Buckley with his first 
| prize for poetry. Runner-up, Henry Wojdas, was unable 
_ to be present because of a music exam at the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School where he is a pupil. 


@ More pictures and full list of winners on page 8 


the practical fastener 
lor practically anything 


Selectus Limited, Biddulph, Stoke-on-Trent $T8 7RH 
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8 SPASTICS NEWS 


- Nominations 
for Executive 
Council seats 


IT has been a year of elections, but the vital one 
as far as The Spastics Society is concerned comes 
on October 13, when at the Society’s annual 
general meeting in London, delegates will vote 
for candidates seeking a place on the Executive 


Council. 


Five members of the 
15-strong Council re- 
tire by rotation each 
year, and now is the 
time for nominations 
to be made for those 
five vital vacancies. 


Nomination forms can 
be obtained now from the 
Committee Secretary at the 
Society’s headquarters, 12 
Park Crescent, London 
WIN 4EQ. 

Members of the Society are 
entitled to nominate candi- 
dates for election to the 
Executive Council. Nomina- 
tion form must be signed by 
three members of the Spastics 
Society. Members of the 
Society are designated as fol- 
lows: 

@® Members of the Executive 


Council. 

® Ordinary or honorary life 
members. 

® Members of the Society’s 
designated Special Com- 
mittees. 

@® The nminee member of 


each affiliated group. 

@ The nominee member of 
each other society, associa- 
tion or organisation not 
being an affiliated group. 

Completed nomination forms 


must be returned to the Sec- 
retary of the Society by August 
15. 


Singing for 
the children 


FOUR years ago estate agent 


Richard Parker formed the 
Weston Channelaires — a 
barber shop harmony club. 


Since then the 25 have har- 
monised so well that they have 
raised money without trying, 
and the Weston-Super-Mare 
and District Society for Spas- 
tic and Mentally Handicapped 
Children is to receive a cheque 
for £55.79 to buy more toys 
for the children’s toy library. 


Come-uppance | 


A FUND-raising iale that is 
hard to swallow comes from 
Tenbury Wells where they 
really believe in getting their 
teeth into the tough business 
of getting cash for Kyre Park 
Spastics Centre. Bloody and 
unbowed, three contestants 
rose from their places at a 
sponsored eat-in. having 
downed 4lb of steak — how- 
ever the fourth contestant got 
his come-uppance! 


| 


More 


literary 


TOM Gair, the author, deep in conversation with Tan 
Parsons, the publisher who gave him first place for his 


autobiographical piece. Mr Gair’s work has appeared in 
the Daily Telegraph, Reveille, Women’s Weekly, and he 
says: ‘When you write for papers and magazines you have 
a pretty good idea of what they are looking for, but in 
the competition you have no idea of what the judges are 


after.’ 


Mr Parsons was obviously impressed with Mr 


Gair’s work when he described: ‘Moving, evocative, with 
humour and no self pity. Mr Gair writes extremely well.’ 


Full list of awards 


Cont. from Page 7 


WINNERS in the = school- 
children’s section were 11-year- 
old Ann Grange, who is 
spastic, of Priory Avenue, Old 
Hariow, Essex, with her essay 
entitled: ‘A Holiday in Russia’ 
(Ist prixe £10); and 10-year- 
old Elaine Reilly, who is 
spastic, of Cameron Way, 
Knightsbridge, Livingston, 
Scotland, with her essay en- 
titled: ‘When I went to Lon- 
don’ (2nd prize £5.00). 
Winners in the adolescents’ 
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Never before has there been a specially 
designed set of furniture for the 
handicapped that can grow with the 
child and provide the very best and 
safest environment in practical terms, 
when eating, toileting etc., or for 
amusement when playing games, 
drawing, writing or modelling. 


AT LAST! Safety seating 
tics of all ages... 


ARESEAIT 


These versatile units:- 


@ are all interchangeable to suit 
practically every situation, 

@ have no catches, nuts and bolts or 
sharp corners to injure the occupant. 
®@ slot together by patented ‘V” shaping. 

@ are available in larger sizes to » 
accommodate adult patients and have 
underseat drawers, shelves etc. 

® are upholstered in fire retardent 
materials, 


The SAFESEAT has been shown on B.B.C, TV's "Pebble Mill 
at One” programme when it aroused great interest and stocks 


are now available for purchase 


further information, write to:- 
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TRECARN ENGINEERING LTD 


25,WILLESLEY ROAD, ASHBY-DE-LA-Z 


/ OUCH, LEICESTERSHIRE, LE6 50A, 
Telephone: Ashby-de-la-Zouch 2802 
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section were 15-year-old Sieven 
Simmonds, of The Avenue, 
Kennington, Oxtford, who is 
blind, who wrote: ‘A descript- 
ive article’ (Ist prize £20.00); 
and Kim Woolfe, aged 17, of 
Main Road, Hoo, near Roch- 
ester, Kent, who is spina bifida, 
with her essay, “The Forgotten 
Land’ (2nd prize £10.00). 

Winners in the adult sec- 
tion were Tom Gair, who is 
spastic, aged 61, of North- 
umberland Cheshire Home, 
Matfen Hall, Matfen, New- 
castle, with his article entitled 
‘Fifty Years Ago,’ (Ist prize 
£30.00); and 56-year-old Gwen 
Hughes, of Danum_ Drive, 
Rotherham, who has _ Stills 
disease, for her essay: ‘Match- 
makers’ (2nd prize £15.00). 

The Poetry section was won 
by 24-year-old Kevan Buckley, 
a muscular dystrophy victim, 
of Levens Drive, Breightmet, 
Bolton, Lanes, with ‘Love is for 
all—a plea’ (ist prize £20.00); 
and 16-year-old Henry ‘Vojdas, 
of 5 Rowditch Avenue, Derby, 
who is spastic, with his French 
poem, ‘Mes Amours’ (2nd prize 
£10.00). 

A special prize awarded by 
the Director of The Spasties 
Society, Mr James Loring, for 
the most outstanding runner- 
up, went to nine-year-old Mat- 
thew Barber, of Glebclands, 
Alkham, near Dover, Kent. for 
his poem ‘Autumn.’ Matthew 
is deaf and epileptic. His prize 
is a digital \yatch. 


Kent loses 
dedicated 
volunteer 


ONE of Kent's most 
respected and dedicated 
volunteers working for the 
relief of those suffering 
from cerebral palsy has 
died at the age of 81. 

Mr Hugh Botting was Chair- 
man of Maidstone Area Spas- 
tics Group since its formation 
in 1953 until 1969 and his 
memorial will be the Spastic 
Centre in Mote Road, Maid- 
stone, which he worked so 
hard to achieve. He had a real 
concern for people and a 
desire that no one should fee} 
left out, and people came from 
all over Kent to the centre for 
various treatments. 

Mr Botting was loved and 


respected by all those who - 


knew him 


contest prize 


in 


19 19 
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winners 


te 
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prize in the adolescents section with a story that her judge, : 


Lady Georgina Coleridge, said was written with ‘skill and — 
talent.’ 


LADY Wilson thought Ann Grange’s story of a Russian 
holiday was ‘Very well written” and gave her first prize — 
in the children’s prose section. . Ann, who starts at the 
Society’s Thomas Delarue School in September, plans to — 
spend her prize money on a lasting memento—probably — 
a clock, to take to school with her.. . 


SOUTHAM 
LEAMINGTON SPA 
WARWICKSHIRE 


Telephone Southam 2081 
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CONSTRUCTIONAL 
ENGINEERS 


A letter — 
trom America... 


AS editor of the United 
Cerebral Palsy Associa- 
tion’s publication, the 
Crusader, I look torward 
to receiving my copy of 


problems in this area, I] 
thought you might be 
interested. in receiving one 
of the brochures on_ this 
subject that our organisa- 


The petrol crisis 


and the disabled 


ALTHOUGH out of office, 


a nod, and we would 


Ted Rhodes. the 


your well-written and _ tio _ | Mr Alf Morris, the Mini- rejoin the queue again. It | Society's Agriculture Cen- 
informative newspaper daar We ave Sout ite ster for the Handicapped led to one or two tre’s general manager at 
Spastics News. Let major news a vi '' t0| under the Labour govern- — embarrassing moments Thorngrove, Gillingham, 

In the May issue, I noted papers aS | ment, was quick to foresee when other customers in Dorset, said: ‘We have 


the remarks from readers 
concerning appropriate lan- 
guage to use when referring 
to people with disabilities. 


———. 


J. R. ADAMS 


well as to the public rela- 
tions departments of all our 
affiliates. 


WILLIAM NICOLAL, 


suit, and would save people 
with cerebral palsy trom 
sounding ‘pitiful, inhuman 
or from being viewed as 
beings from outer space.’ 


: 


a problem affecting dis- 
abled motorists, and 
tabled a question in the 
House of Commons in 


realised what was happen- 
ing but we spend at least 
£250 a month with him 
and beside that, he wanted 


not been worried to any 
great extent so far. We 
have been able to get the 
petrol we need locally but 


by two batteries and operated by 
means ofa simple light-action 
joystick. 


Suitable for indoor and outdoor 

use, itis rugged and safe and can 
negotiate rough ground and kerbs 
of up to 2” without difficulty. 
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° Minister, that the petrol if necessary and even with comes to supplies for heat- 
@6@ Gif | ViCe OF shortage so far could be  cuttingdownonpetrolcon- ing the centre’s  green- 
coped with by the public sumption £100 has been houses — but there is not 
% © making economies. Mr spent in this way in the a lot we can do about it 
Her roses ealing with those Morris then asked what last couple of months.’ at the moment.’ a 
| ; steps were being taken to In Northern Ireland, y 
| bloom with 7 £ had enough fuel oil and _ Northern Ireland Council 
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* cash for The brochure from one would look at. No | direct action if the present for Spastics haviiy to and the young people who ; 
aa Mr Nicholai is entitled alternative. Rea Oy which was small, restrict the use of big have to travel in, and so , 
2 : : reached serious propor- ambulances that run on far they are all OK, but I b 
Four-letter words in DISEASE. — Heavens | tions. the fuel. Bob Scott, the understand that trouble is 
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‘Four-letter words are °C) COTAal palsy are as | affected areas in the  jmproving but it has been . ‘ 
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also a keen rose yrowef rawer. case use Who in the media to delete the ; 4 ‘ : Zz 
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Designed in sporting red 
Glass fibre, the Malden 
Monarch helps the dis- 
abled child get around “ 
by himself and play ate 
with his friends, here 
Think what a differ- 
ence that could 
make to his lifel 


Pretest to 
your MiP’ 


WOULD. like” Spasties 
a to ask parents and 
friends of spastics to write 
to their MPs about having 
to pay VAT on the equip- 
ment and the aids for the 
| disabled. I wrote to my 
i- MP, and he quite agrees 
that VAT should not be 
charged on aids and the 
equipment. I think it would 
be worthwhile encouraging 
everyone interested in the 
disabled to write to their 
MPs or to the Minister for 
the Disabler Mr’ Reg 
Prentice. 5 
MISS E. AGAR, 

17 Madison Avenue, 
Hodge Hill, 
Birmingham. 


| (Newcastle) Lta 


TRANSPORT 
CONTRACTORS 


_ FISHER STREET 
WALKER 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE6 4NA 


For further 
details contact 


MALDEN Sa CARE 


A Division of Malden Electronics Limited 


579 Kingston Road, Raynes Park, London SW20 8SD, England 
Telephone: 01-543 0077. Telex: 262284 Ref. 2272 


Telephone: Wallsend 62-3271/2’3 
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- Ivy Tree of Croydon and 
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News about 
the 
Spastics Pool é 


"AMBULANCES 


IT was a_ bingo session 
with a difference for Mrs 


Mrs M. Ruddell of Up- 
church near Sittingbourne, 
at the Top Rank Leisure 
Centre, Croydon. For the 
manager, Mr Scott, pre- 
sented Ivy Tree with a 
cheque for £8,333 and Mrs 
Ruddell with a cheque for 
£1,000. 


Ivy (67) of Addiscombe. 
Croydon, won a share of 
the first dividend and in- 
tends taking husband Fred 
on a holiday, and purchas- 
ing a colour TY set. 

Mrs Ruddell won first 
prize in the lottery, pro- 
moted by The _ Spastics 
Society in support of its 
“Save a Baby’ campaign. 

Picture shows Ivy re- 
ceiving her first dividend 
cheque from Mr Scott. 


MRS Doreen Rigg of Leeds, receiving a first dividend 
cheque for £25,000 from Yorkshire TV presenter Richard 
Whitely. And there was an added bonus of £1,250, 
which Doreen automatically received as an official col- 
lector for the Pool. First priority for Doreen’s family, is 
to redecorate their home. 


~Get15% _ 
discount and 


up to 


_ 4years to pay. © 


BL offer a very attractive 
Mobility Scheme for the disabled. 

We'llsellany Mini, Maxi,  ; 
Allegro, Marina, Princess, MG 
or Triumph model, to any 
holder of a Mobility Allow- 
ance, ata1s ° discount on 


our list price. 


We'll do this through a 
BL Cars Ltd, Distributor or 
Main Dealer, who'll also 
arrange to get the car modi- 
fied in any way necessary 
through one of five specially 
approved companies. 

We have arranged a 
special finance plan with Lombard 
North Central, With a minimum 
20%, deposit, up to 4 years to pay 
and £10,000 free life cover (subject 
to certain conditions). 

This scheme 1s open to all 
Mobility Allowance recipients 
(including relatives of those not 
able to drive), as well as to Private 
Car Allowance holders, and to 


existing trike owners. 


BL Distributors and Main 
Dealers, or any branch of 
Lombard North Central Limited, 
Or write to: Mobility 
Scheme Department, BL Cars 
Ltd, Longbridge, Birmingham 
B31 2 TB, for price list anda 
complete information pack, 
including an authorisation form 
to allow you to proceed with the 
purchase at your BL dealer, 


Get the full details from all 


Mobility Scheme 


SN 


COMEDIAN 


Ken Dodd 
presents the keys of a new 
mini-bus to Miss Audrey 
Angers, Secretary of the 
Liverpool. Spastic Fellow- 
ship at Angers House, in 
Church Road, Liverpool, 
watched by Roy Laver, 
Director, Top Ten Pro- 
motions. 

Angers House is a resi- 
dential home for 23 
severely handicapped 
adults. The  mini-bus, 
which is equipped with a 
hydraulic back lift, was 
purchased with funds from 
the ‘Spot-the-Ball’ compe- 
titions for Spastic Pool 
supporters. 


{ 


VAT rise and tax cu 
How the Budget 
affects charities 


NICHOLAS Hinton, Director of the National Co mci 
Social Service (the umbrella for charities) has depk 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had not taken 
financial position of charities into consideration jn 


Budget. 

He says that as a direct 
result of the reduction in 
the basic rate of taxation 
by 3% voluntary organisa- 
tions in the UK would be 
£3m worse off despite the 
pledge to support charities 
stated in the Conservative 
Party Manifesto only a 
matter of weeks ago. 

In addition, Mr Hinton 
has pointed out that the 
majority of the 126,000 
charities in this country will 
be worse off as a result of 
the increase in VAT. to 
15°, which will increase 
the running costs and the 
cost of the services they 
provide. 

Finally, Nicholas Hin- 
ton regretted that the Chan- 
cellor had not seen fit to-re- 


lieve charities of Develop- 


ment Land Tax. 
Before the Budget, the 


"Artistic stars shine 


as fund raisers 


THERE were some famous but unlikely artists names 
appearing in a catalogue issued by Phillips, the London 


firm of Fine Art Auctioneers. 


NCSS. drew the Ch 
lor’s attention to the 
on charities of ine 
VAT and lowering ley 
of tax in a letter to hj 
on May 18, and requ 
him to agree to ¢ 
modifications in the co 
ant procedures Ww 
would have alleviat 
impact of tax reductions 


| Question i 
the House 


@ MR Michael Welsh (Lal 
Don Valley) asked — the 
Chancellor in the C ommons 
what was the amount of 
VAT paid by charities j 


amount he estimated ehari-| 
ties would have pay in VAI 
in a full year at the new 
rate of VAT announce a \ 
the Budget, and what cffect| 
the increase would haye 
the total amount of YA 
paid by charities. i 

The Minister of State for} 
the Treasury, Mr Pet 
Rees, replied that separ 
information for businé 
registered as charitiv 
not available, but in 


~cambe which sold for £100, as well as doodles and car- 


For sale by auction at their Blenheim Street rooms 
were 80 lots. including a chalk drawing by Eric More- 


79 net payments of 
from welfare and char 
services who were cla 
together for VAT 
about £1 million, 
It was estimated tha 
a rate of 15 per ce 
payments would be- 
£24 million in a full year: 
about £1 million more 
if the rate of VAT had 
been changed by the Bu 


toons by Bob Monkhouse and Max Bygraves. 


Clive Dunn, who organised the event for the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics, was responsible for Lot 68, a 
portrait of Sir John Mills, the retiring chairman of SOS. 
Clive not only painted the portrait. he sold it for £110. 
while Anthony Quayle, who took over as this year’s 
chairman of SOS, auctioned an artist’s proof of himself 
as King Lear, drawn by cartoonist Ralph Steadman, 
which fetched £105. 


Society's 
MUSIC 


A DISTINGUISHED 
audience attended the 
Spastics Society's second 
charity concert at the 
Albert Hall on June 16. 
They were welcomed by 
- They were welcomed by 
the Society’s chairman, Mr 
Dorrien Belson, 

Over 2,500 people heard 
the music of Berlioz, Rach- 
maninoy and Walton per- 
formed by the Royal Phil- 


harmonic Orchestra, con- | Joncare 


WALKING AID 
Designed to teach 
children to w 
through all stag 
‘of development. 
Fully adjustable. 
Made in two siz 
Send for det 
this range and o} 
products. a 
Please ref SN. 


One of many — 
Amesbury products 
now available fre 


Radley Road Industrial Estate 
Abingdon, Oxon Tel (0235) 2 
SN 


ductor Simon Rattle. 


® 

SUMFICAR 
PRODUCTS 

LTD 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespok 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their x. 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch | 


covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. | ie: 


All our products are ayailable through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. ‘e 
kK 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 a 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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News 


- Bernard Mills from Bol- 
~ “ton. Bernard typed his 


ce 


Midas, 
Moors 


€ 
* 


‘Barrow 


to join the many exist- 
ing readers of Spastics 
is 35-year-old 


letter ordering Spastics 


_ News on his new Possum 


machine, which was a 
gift from three local 
‘charities, Bolton Lions, 
and Bolton 
Round Table, 
which together chipped 
in with more than £300 
to add to the £250 pro- 


A CHEEKY camera 
smile from three-year-old 
Dayid Bailey at the Bar- 
row Hawcoat Lane Spastic 
and Handicapped Child- 
ren’s Society day centre. 
The £100 cheque which 
David is holding was 
presented by Mrs Christine 
Blyth, chairman of the 
Ladies Circle to 


Mr F. W. G. Jones, vice- 

chairman of the Society. 
Picture by North Western 
Evening Mail 


aS Wie SOE 
vided by the Possum 
Us @r's Association. 
There was also a gift 
from  Bernard’s  em- 
ployer, St Regis News- 
papers. 

Bernard is well known 
to people in Bolton as 
the man who sells the 
Evening News from his 
wheelchair in the town 
centre precinct. He is 
now planning to enrol 
for an Open University 
degree course starting 
next February. 


MR F, D. Jones, chairman 
of Derby and District Spas- 
tics Society, presents a 
cheque for £500 to the 
Mayor of Derby, Council- 
lor Eric Reid, for the ‘Save 
a Baby’ campaign. 

Picture by Derby 
Daily Telegraph 


TEENAGE students from 
The Spastics Society's 


Dene College, in Kent, 
pictured on a birdwatching 


‘A CHEQUE for £300 has 


been donated to the 
Society’s ‘Saye a Baby’ 
campaign as a result of 
Trinity College, Carmar- 
then’s ‘rag’ appeal. 

Picture shows, left to 


WHEN Mrs Turner, from 
W ollaton, Nottingham, 
bought a ‘Save a Baby’ 
lottery ticket at an exhi- 
bition in Nottingham, little 
did she realise she was 
soon to become a lucky 
£1,000 Jackpot winner as a 
result. 


Mrs Turner was presen- 
ted with her cheque by the 
Duke of Rutland while 
Clive Dunne from ‘Dad’s 
Army’ looks on. The occa- 
sion was a special evening 
at Isabella’s Nightclub, 


Nottingham, the proceeds 
of which went towards 
Rutland House School. 


expedition. Showing the 
boys the various forms of 
wildfowl on the Bough 
Beech reservoir is Mr Mike 


WHEN Mrs W. 


right: Mark Middlemiss, 
the ‘rag’ chairman, Mrs 
Moi Pritchard, the 
Society’s appeals officer in 
Wales, and Eirian Hop- 
kins. a committee member, 
holding the cheque 


Carlson 
from Barnsley retired from 
her job as supervisor of the 
Rotherham Road Spastics 
Centre, where .she had 


Beckwith from the Royal 
Society for the Preserva- 


tion of Birds. Picture by 
Kent and Sussex Courier 
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when he put on a one-man 
show in aid of the Society’s 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign. 
Richard, who hit the 
high note of national 
recognition through 
appearing on BBC TVY’s 
‘Nationwide’ programme, 
enchanted people with his 
sparkling humorous reper- 
toire and skilled pertorm- 
ance at the piano. Not only — 
was the concert a sell-out, 
but he also waived his per- 
formance fee and the event 
raised over £756 for the 
campaign. Picture shows 
Richard Stilgoe signing the 
campaign petition after his 
show, organised by Dawn 
Hooper of the Bath and 
District Spastics Group. 


THE multi-talented 
Richard Stilgoe, enthralled 
a Capacity audience at 
Bath’s College theatre 


Carlson was _ presented 
with a record and button- 
hole by Barry Hindmarsh 
(right). 


worked for the past 10 
years, Pat Taylor (left) 
presented her with a gift 
on behalf of staff, atten- 


Picture by the 
ders and parents. Mr 


Barnsley Chronicle 


A SPASTICS Society headmaster Mr B. 


A. J. 
‘Spelling Bee’ trophy eg ok a ans oe 
; rai a rounded by some of the 
landed fair and square on pupils whe Stickpesl Sree 


Furze Platt Comprehen- 
sive School, Maidenhead. 

Mrs Alysia Hunt, local 
appeals organiser, pre- 
sented the pottery bee to 


nearly £400 for the ‘Save a 
Baby’ campaign by means 
of sponsored spelling tests. 
Picture by 

Maidenhead Advertiser 
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THE centuries ~ old 
Canterbury Cathe- 
dral was the setting 
for a special Even- 
song service for the 
handicapped in June. 
it was attended by : 
600 disabled people PATRICK Devine, a 14-year-old pupil at the Society’s Thomas Delarue School, and 


and their families Dame Anne Bryans, Chairman of the Service Hospitals Welfare Committee, with the 

3 from all over Kent Precentor of Canterbury Cathedral before the start of the service. Patrick and Dame 
and the surrounding Anne read the lessons, and Patrick admitted to feeling a little apprehensive about his 
counties role. He comes from Bolton and said: My parents are yery pleased for me but it 1s a 


long way to travel and they are not here toda ; 
The sermon was Sway y baighl 


preached by the Rev JENNY Munden is a committee member of the Than 
Group of the Society and was one of the many helpe 
Kenneth Mason, = . : Dee 
Pivector of Canter. at the Cathedral helping to make the day a success fof 
: those taking part. Jenny’s role was behind the counter set 


% 


=. .bury ‘School of : up in the Cathedral Cloisters and laden with 600 plates of 
Ministry, and the sandwiches and cake. Members of the Red Cross and§ 
bs anthem sung by ~ John’s Ambulance Brigade were also on hand to assi 
the choristers of  } : the disabled. 5 
the King’s School to ee 
a packed  congre- 


gation. 
Penny Griffith, the 
Society’s South East 
Regional Officer, 
explained: ‘This ser- 
vice was an idea of 
. mine with the local 
groups and we 
thought it would be 
nice. It was an in- 
spiring service in an = 4 CONTINGENT from 
historic setting for the Society’s ‘Thomas De- 
our modern day larue School at Tonbridge, 
pilgrims.’ Kent. 


LIKE all ancient buildings Canterbury Cathedral lack 
ease of access for the disabled, but this driver was dete 
mined no obstacles would stand in his way, and he nay 
STACKED wheelchairs were an eloquent reminder to gated his way into the nave quite successfully. There w2 
the hundreds of foreign tourists streaming into the very little parking for disabled drivers, as access to the 
premier Cathedral of England of the many kinds of dis- | Cathedral had to be kept clear, and the toilet facilities 
abilities suffered by the congregation were very inadequate. aa 
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LEFT: The Sheriff 
Canterbury, Coua } 
Cofttell, chats to Peter Will 
cock, Brian Davies, Sarali 
Fuller, Richard Mason and 
George Johnson. -— 
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FOR years the Thomas Delarue School has made a 
practice of accepting exchange students from Keuka 
College, New York, and this year it was the turn of 
Margaret Van Heusen, 21, and Deborah Carpenter, 22, 
who are studying to be special education teachers. Kneel- 
ing next to Jane Davies, 17, who leaves the school next 
year, is Linda Goodine, of the University of Rochester, 
where she is studying photo-journalism. 


